
Our history

Founded in 2015 by Italian real-estate experts Giovanni Savio and 
Susanna Marchionni, and chaired by physicist and entrepreneur 
Stefano Buono, the company has its headquarters in the UK, with 
offices in Italy, Brazil and India.

Our integrated approach

Our smart solutions catalogue has more than 250 solutions in 
four key areas that are applied according to each project and 
community’s needs.
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About us

The global leader in smart affordable housing, Planet Smart City 
designs and builds cities and neighbourhoods that place people at 
the heart of every project. Our multi-disciplinary teams integrate 
planning and architectural solutions, technological systems, 
ecosystemic resources and social innovation solutions to deliver 
high-quality low-cost homes to create lasting value.

The company has the vision to offer everyone the opportunity 
to live in a better home. We tackle the global housing crisis in 
countries with large housing deficits and also works in partnership 
with developers worldwide to revitalise existing communities 
through smart technologies and social innovation programmes.

Planet’s expertise is transferred globally whilst always catering 
for local culture and needs. Our unique proposition has become 
a reality in Brazil where we are building Smart City Laguna - the 
first smart affordable housing project in the world - and Smart 
City Natal. Together, they will have about 40,000 residents. We 
also have an active portfolio in Italy, where Planet advises key 
developers on smart projects 

Locations

We specialise in large-scale projects and transform the 
way affordable housing is delivered worldwide. We create 
communities that are smart, sustainable and socially inclusive.

Projects in the pipeline: São Paulo, Pune, Aquiraz

Offices: London (UK), Fortaleza and São Paulo 

(Brazil), Turin (Italy), Pune (India)

Smart Cities under construction: Laguna and 

Natal (Brazil)

Smart Project: Milan (Italy)

Projects under preliminary analysis: UK, Texas (USA), 

Mexico, Colombia, Morocco, Ecuador, Vietnam

- Planet has raised over €100 million since its inception. 
Our ambitious growth plan includes the launch of 33 large-
scale residential projects by 2023, with an intermediate 
target of between 8 and 10 projects by the end of 2020.

- Diversified revenue streams: real estate development, 
smart project consultancy and recurring revenue generated 
from lifetime services and big data analytics, facilitated by 
the Planet app.

- Strong management team with substantial experience in 
developing and monetising real estate projects.

Projects plannedInvestorsRaised

€100M 307 33

Investment case

The global affordable housing 
market is currently worth US$300 
billion annually.

A universally accepted guideline for 
housing affordability is when annual rent 
or mortgage payments do not exceed 
30% of a household’s gross income.

Planet designed and is building Smart 
City Laguna, the first smart city for 
affordable housing in the world.

Planet has a Competence Centre 
in Turin that curates smart 
technologies and advises projects.

Planet employs, trains and manages 
local workforces and applies its 
expertise to ensure cost efficiency.

We developed its own app, Planet 
App, which enables citizens to access 
smart solutions and services.

Fast facts

Places that matter



Senior management

Our work

Contact

Stefano is an accomplished 
physicist and alumnus of The 
European Organisation for Nuclear 
Research (CERN). Up to January 
2018, he served as CEO and board 
member of Advanced Accelerator 
Applications (AAA), an international 
radiopharmaceutical company he 
founded in 2002. The company 
traded under the ticker symbol AAAP, 
until it was acquired by Novartis 
for $3.9 billion. Stefano joined 
Planet as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors in October 2018.

Giovanni is an entrepreneur with 
more than 25 years of experience 
in international real estate 
development. He had the vision to 
transform how affordable housing is 
delivered across the world through 
the integration of smart technologies. 
Giovanni co-founded Planet Smart 
City with Susanna in 2015.

Chairman Co-Founder and Global CEO

Co-Founder and Brazil CEO

Susanna is the CEO of Planet Smart 
City Brazil and co-founded the 
business in 2015, alongside Giovanni. 
She has 25 years of experience in 
real estate and has been the driving 
force and thought leader for smart 
affordable housing in Brazil. Susanna 
is responsible for the construction of 
six smart cities in Brazil over the next 
two years.

Stefano Buono Giovanni Savio

Susanna Marchionni

SMART CITY LAGUNA
Sao Gonçalo do Amarante (CE) Brazil

QUARTIERE GIARDINO
Cesano Boscone (MI) Italy

REDO
Milano Rogoredo (MI) Italy

330 
hectares

170 
hectares

1800
houses

1500
apartments

615
apartments

700
houses

5000
residents

25000
future

inhabitants

1600
future

inhabitants

15000
future

inhabitants

SMART CITY NATAL
Sao Gonçalo do Amarante (RN) Brazil

www.planetsmartcity.com 
Andrew Leach / Lucy Wollam at Hudson Sandler
planetsmartcity@hudsonsandler.com | (+44) 0207 796 4133

Digital Strategy

Alan has a wealth of experience 
using digitalisation to transform 
businesses, having served as Head 
of Technology, Media and Digital at 
the World Economic Forum (WEF). 
At Planet, his focus is to enhance the 
lives of residents through effective 
hyper-local services.Alan Marcus


